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Join The Conversation On Discord.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, I have been running a Discord community for friends
and family.
Click the link below to join today!

Join Our Community Discord Now!
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Enough Versus All
Looking back over some of the greatest problems of the last few decades -- including the
ongoing attempts to monopolize business, the income disparity between the highest and
the lowest, and the acquisition and abuse of billionaires' power in the world, I always see
one glaring, dangerous, reason for these problems. Whether it is an individual or a
corporation or q government, many have lost any understanding, if they ever had it, of the
difference between having enough and having it all.
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Being an entrepreneur is an amazing thing, but far too often the desire for having it all leads
these entrepreneurs down dark paths where they end up abusing individuals, businesses,
and the government. Extreme wealth brings extreme power and that power is often wielded
directly and specifically in the acquisition of yet more wealth at the exclusion of everything
else. It can lead to fraud, tax evasion, and even attempts to overthrow the government.
More than enough
The fact is, these people already have more money than a can ever invest￼￼or spend. No
matter how much they donate it. No matter how much they build new companies. No
matter how much they lobby government representatives They can never make use of all
the money, all the value, that they have aggregated. And yet they still clamor for more
money hour after hour, day after day, year after year.
So what is enough? Why can't they see that they already have enough? While enough is
different for everyone, some people might think that supporting themselves and their
family, living in a comfortable and safe home, and sending their children to school, might
be enough. This was certainly true of the men returning from World War II who turned the
G.I. Bill and a growing economy into a supposedly idealistic world. For many it was. Yes,
there were certainly issues and everyone was not happy, even those who have the benefits
listed above. Even with that though, many believed that at least financially, they had
enough.
What is success?
Today though, we have perverted any traditional meaning of the words enough and
success. There is no longer any middle ground for success. You are either the most
successful or you are no one. Any sense of middle-grade success — much like the middle
class itself — has been destroyed. We have lost the ability to understand when we have
enough and when we are successful enough. Yes, we can still want more and we can strive
towards it, but it seems pathological to continue to accumulate wealth when you already
have more than their children, their children’s children, or even their children’s children’s
children will ever be able to make use of.
What is even worse is that their continuous battle to accumulate more wealth often reduces
their sense of happiness rather than increases it. The goal of acquisition becomes more
important than any other goal in their life. They don’t appreciate what they have achieved.
The Effects on Society
I think it also Reduces the sense of happiness for everyone around them. Or they can
afford to spend any amount to go to a concert, how is anyone else supposed to be able to
find a ticket at a reasonable price? How can the average person purchase a house when
many others are willing to spend far above market value to own the house? How can
anyone live the American values of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness when the
absurdly Rich make it more and more difficult every day? They make everyone else even
poorer through their money and the power it wields.
Money cannot buy happiness but it can buy the accouterments of a good life that can
assist in our happiness￼. There should be some logical end, though, to the amount of
money someone should seek out. Once you have three or four cars, how many more do
you need? Once you have three or four homes, how many do you really need – – or use at
all? When you reach this level, acquisition becomes a goal in itself, not happiness.

For the betterment of you and your families, think deeply about what you consider
success. How will you recognize when you arrive at success? Will success always run
ahead of you just out of reach? Will your search for success lead you to never find it? For
me, the most important part of this is knowing the difference between enough and all. I
certainly don’t have everything that I might want in life, but I certainly have enough,
especially when compared with others who are less fortunate. We live a fine life without a
large mansion, a private jet, and a vacation house in Jackson Hole.
Would these things be nice? In some ways, certainly. In other ways, they would cause more
complications than I would want to take on. Even if I had the money, the management, and
maintenance of multiple cars, houses, or whatever, would decrease my happiness. I might
even have to hire someone to take care of all that for me and then worry about managing
them. In many ways, there is a sweet spot of enough. One which brings the majority of
desired markets of success to you without expanding on the associated problems for you
and society as a whole.
So the next time you find yourself envious of Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, or Elon Musk, look at
all the associated problems that come with all their wealth. It’s OK to realize that having
enough success is fine especially when you don’t have to deal with all the downsides.
Be happy and learn the difference between enough and all.
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Strandbeest Evolution 2021
Strandbeest Evolution 2021 provides an update on the evolutionary development. Every spring I
go to the beach with a new beast. During the summer I do all kinds of experiments with the wind,
sand and water. In the fall I grew a bit wiser about how these beasts can survive the
circumstances on the beach. At that point I declare them extinct and they go to the bone yard.

A Search Engine That
Finds You Weird Old
Books
To help ‘rewild your attention’ I built a book-finding
app
Via Debugger on Medium
There is a wealth of beauty and knowledge in old
books and I am always turning up new things to
share on my blogs and directly to friends with
specific interests. Recently I started searching
for historical crochet books to pass along to my
sister who loves the hobby. This book finder will
certainly make it even easier to turn up amazing
new finds. – Douglas
I still do this! Old books are socially and culturally
fascinating; they give you a glimpse into how much
society has changed, and also what’s remained the
same. The writing styles can be delightfully archaic,
but also sometimes amazingly fresh. Nonfiction
writers from 1780 can be colloquial and funny as
hell.
And man, they wrote about everything. Back in
those centuries they wrote books about falling in
love via telegraph wires, and about long-distance
balloon travel. They wrote books that soberly
praised eugenics, and ones that inveighed against
it. They published exuberant magazines of men’s

fashion and books on how to adopt vegetarian
diets. The past being the past, there’s a ton of flatout nativism, racism, and gibbering misogyny — but
also people fighting against that, too.
It’s rarely dull.

Read More

On Writing: An
Abecedarian
by Priscilla Long via The Hudson
Review
An alphabetical arrangement of
thoughts on the history of writing –
Douglas
The process of commenting on the
world began with
the first manifestations of human art,
even if the
meaning behind such commentary
has been lost,
and may always remain so.
—Jean-Marie Durand
Alphabet. As notes score music, so
the alphabet scores speech. Letters
are notes for the music of language,
and this explains two archaic
practices that once mystified me. Until
the Middle Ages scribes
didnotseparatewords. (Punctuation
had yet to be invented.) And originally
readers read out loud, never silently. I
now see how reading words is like
reading music…
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Garden Gear To

Covet, And To
Give, With Ken
Druse
via A Way To Garden
WHEN KEN DRUSE and I talked on
the program a couple of weeks ago
about putting our tools away for the
winter, all cleaned and oiled, one part
we failed to mention: We’re both
eyeing some new tools, too, for the
year ahead.
All of them would make great gifts, we
think, so that’s today’s topic: stuff we
love or covet, for gifting or treating
yourself to. ‘Tis the season and all
that, right? So ho, ho, ho.
You all know Ken Druse, author of 20
garden books and an old friend, who’s
here to talk garden gear, including for
gifting. To celebrate the holiday
season, we’ll have a giveaway of his
latest book, “The Scentual Garden.”
Enter for a chance to win by
commenting in the box near the
bottom of the page.
Read along as you listen to the
December 13, 2021 edition of my
public-radio show and podcast using
the player below. You can subscribe
to all future editions on Apple
Podcasts (iTunes) or Spotify or
Stitcher (and browse my archive of
podcasts here).

View More

The Art of
Noticing: 131 Ways to
Spark Creativity, Find

Inspiration, and Discover
Joy in the Everyday
Anything that helps us better notice
the world around us is a great thing
– especially for creative people. We
need to refill the well of creativity
every day and walking through life
in a daze is not a recipe for success
– Douglas
Welcome to the era of white noise.
Our lives are in constant tether to
phones, to email, and to social media.
In this age of distraction, the ability to
experience and be present is often
lost: to think and to see and to listen.
Enter Rob Walker's The Art of
Noticing—an inspiring volume that will
help you see the world anew. Through
a series of simple and playful
exercises—131 of them—Walker
maps ways for you to become a
clearer thinker, a better listener, a
more creative workplace colleague,
and finally, to rediscover what really
matters to you.
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